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Definition IB
“Academic honesty must be seen as 
a set of values and skills that 
promote personal integrity and 
good practice in teaching, learning 
and assessment.… whenever 
possible the topic must be treated 
in a positive way, stressing the 
benefits of properly conducted 
academic research and a respect for 
the integrity of all forms of 
assessment ...”

(IB, 2011 p.2)

(IB, 2014, p.3)



In a culture of academic misconduct…

“During their studies, young people 

complete their socialization by 

acquiring, among other things, more 

techniques of corrupt behavior and a 

tolerance for corruption. …. This 

might be very destructive, both on the 

short-term and the long-term 

perspectives. The consequences for 

academia, business and society might 

be dire.”

(Denisova-Schmidt, 2015)

Harvard Project Zero, 2010 p. 10



Is it an issue?
“One in seven Russian students readily 
admits to cheating in university exams, 
a national poll of undergraduates has 

revealed.”

(Groves, 2015)

In a survey in Khabarovsk, only 13% of 
freshmen and 5% of final-year students 

believed the usage of paper ponies 
during exams to be unacceptable”

(Denisova-Schmidt, 2015)

“Recent scandals involving Russia’s 
Unified State Examination (EGE) 

concerning the mass distribution of test 
materials via Russia’s leading social 

network Vkontakte ..”

(Koshkin, 2011)

Almaty Management University 
honored 7 professors with academic 
honesty awards but noted that others 
had unfortunately published in “fake” 

journals.

(BMDA news, 2015)

Image by Hariadhi, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.phpcurid=2206309



Why do students cheat?
 Pressure from 

 competition for higher education or jobs 

 high stakes for grades and degrees

 ‘Everyone does it’ / peer pressure

 It’s easy to copy from internet and not really considered as 
plagiarism by students

 Emphasis on sharing in social networks and on collaboration in 
education and the work sphere

 Teachers allow it so it must be ok

 Students dissatisfaction with teachers/courses

 Brain development of teenagers



What can we do?
 Create a culture of learning for learning

 Clear policies, guidelines and sanctions that are 

consistently adhered to by both students and teachers

 Teacher to set the example

 Develop students’ ‘ethical muscle’ (Redding, James 

and Gardner, 2016)

 Structural adjustments to support teachers



Learning at NISA
 Emphasis on inquiry and investigation

 Emphasis on student values and attitudes

 Emphasis on applying knowledge in real-life 

situations

 Emphasis on conceptual understanding

 Theory of Knowledge in DP



Inquiry

“Students’ own curiosity, 

together with careful 

curriculum design, provide 

the most effective stimulus 

for learning that is 

engaging, relevant, 

challenging and 

significant.”

(IB, 2014)

www.stemmom.org



NISA Academic Honesty Policy

 Based on NIS policy with added sanctions

 Must meet IB requirements

 Create awareness and understanding in the school 
community

 APA style for citing and referencing

 Students learn how to work with different resources, 
including internet

 Test weeks to set a standard 

 Clear procedures in cases of academic misconduct



NISA teachers set example
Teachers are aware, but there is still progress to be made:

• Not all teachers reference their own presentations

• Students creating websites are sometimes ‘allowed’ by 

teachers just to use material from the internet without 

referencing

• Student responses to surveys show that the majority, but 

not all, teachers pick up on cheating during test weeks.



‘Ethical muscle’ at NISA
 Subject criteria that ask students to analyze and 

discuss ethical aspects.

 Service and CAS ask students to take action and 

reflect on ethical choices

Denisova-Schmidt, 2015, picture 21



Supporting teachers
 Support offered in discussions with parents

 Teachers still mention the process is laborious

 Teacher appraisal is not based on student results but 

on examining written, taught and learned curriculum 

through teacher self-evaluation and lesson observation



Further development
 Focus on development of student media literacy skills 

through the different grade levels

 Ongoing development of learning through inquiry

 Further focus on teachers as examples for students 

 in paraphrasing, citing and referencing

 in always taking academic misconduct seriously



References

 Almaty Management University (Alma University), formerly IAB, honored 7 Kazakhstan 

professors, who won award “For Academic Honesty” established by ALMA University. (2016, 

February). BMDA News. Retrieved from http://www.bmda.net/BMDA/members-area/news-from-

bmda-members/7-professors-of-kazakhstan-honored-abfor-academic-honestybb-award

 Grove, J. (2015, March). Cheating is rife in Russia, finds student survey. Times Higher 

Education. Retrieved from https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/cheating-is-rife-in-

russia-finds-student-survey/2019241.article

 Chikirov, I. (2015, Spring) The Mystery of Russian Students: Poor Learning Experience, High 

Satisfaction. Higher Education in Russia and Beyond. Retrieved from 

https://herb.hse.ru/en/2015--03.html

 Denisova-Schmidt, E. (2015, March). Academic Dishonesty or Corrupt Values: the Case of 

Russia. Working paper ANTICORRP. Retrieved fromhttp://anticorrp.eu/publications/academic-

dishonesty-or-corrupt-values-the-case-of-russia/

 Glazer, S. (2014, January). Plagiarism and Cheating. CQ Researcher. Retrieved from 

http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/document.php?id=cqresrre2013010400

 International Baccalaureate (IB). (2011). Diploma Programme Academic Honesty. Cardiff, UK.

 International Baccalaureate (IB). (2014). Academic Honesty in the IB educational context.

Cardiff, UK.

http://www.bmda.net/BMDA/members-area/news-from-bmda-members/7-professors-of-kazakhstan-honored-abfor-academic-honestybb-award
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/cheating-is-rife-in-russia-finds-student-survey/2019241.article
https://herb.hse.ru/en/2015--03.html
http://anticorrp.eu/publications/academic-dishonesty-or-corrupt-values-the-case-of-russia/
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/document.php?id=cqresrre2013010400


 Kolker, R. (2012, September). Cheating Upwards. New York. Retrieved from 

http://nymag.com/news/features/cheating-2012-9/

 Koshkin, P. (2011, July). Cheating on Russia’s Countrywide Exam Has Further Fueled Debates 

Over Its Objectivity. National Research University Higher School of Economics. Retrieved from 

https://www.hse.ru/en/news/26513889/33651338.html

 Project Zero. (2010).  GoodWork Toolkit Guide . Retrieved from 

http://www.thegoodproject.org/pdf/GoodWork-Toolkit-guide.pdf

 Redding, A.B, James, C and Gardner, H. (2015, Winter). Nurturing Ethical Collaboration. 

Independent School Magaazine. Retrieved from http://www.nais.org/Magazines-

Newsletters/ISMagazine/Pages/Nurturing-Ethical-Collaboration.aspx

 Strauss, V. (2015, April) How and why convicted Atlanta teachers cheated on standardized 

tests.Retrieved from https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2015/04/01/how-

and-why-convicted-atlanta-teachers-cheated-on-standardized-tests/

 Stricherz, M. (2001, May). Many Teachers Ignore Cheating, Survey Finds. Education Week. 

Retrieved from http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2001/05/09/34cheat.h20.html?qs=plagiarism

 Universities catch almost 50,000 student cheats. (2016, January).The Guardian. Retrieved from 

http://www.theguardian.com/education/2016/jan/02/universities-catch-almost-50000-student-

cheats

http://nymag.com/news/features/cheating-2012-9/
https://www.hse.ru/en/
https://www.hse.ru/en/news/26513889/33651338.html
http://www.thegoodproject.org/pdf/GoodWork-Toolkit-guide.pdf
http://www.nais.org/Magazines-Newsletters/ISMagazine/Pages/Nurturing-Ethical-Collaboration.aspx
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2015/04/01/how-and-why-convicted-atlanta-teachers-cheated-on-standardized-tests/
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2001/05/09/34cheat.h20.html?qs=plagiarism
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2016/jan/02/universities-catch-almost-50000-student-cheats

