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Legal aspects of academic integrity: policies, strategies, approaches, and 
practices (international perspective): 

Overview
• Broad scope of AI in higher education

• Potential legal issues

• Selected examples

• Cheating epidemic

• General approaches and basic steps

• Growing trends

• Resources: AIlegal
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https://www.diigo.com/outliner/40skrz/Academic-Integrity?key=w7133l0dsf


AI scope in higher education

1. Academic freedom
2. Research ethics
3. Data privacy issues of faculty, staff, and students
4. Copyright and IP
5. Software pirating and illegal downloads of music, video, images
6. Accessibility  (learning and other disabilities)
7. Information and technology resources
8. University assets and library resources
9. Cheating and plagiarism
10. Conflict of interest
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http://vlc.ucdsb.ca/howdoi7-8/createandcite


Confusion resulting from uncertainty

• Definitions

• Responsibilities

• Due process

• Penalties

…potentially leading to legal issues
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http://www.amazon.com/Suing-Alma-Mater-Higher-Education/dp/1421409232


Yes, universities get sued!

• The first federal case overturning a grade occurred in 1997

• “Underemployed Law Grad Puts Degree to Use and Sues Alma Mater”

• “George Washington U alumni sue university over quality of online ...”

• “Plagiarising student sues university for negligence”

• “Foreign student sues university over course quality”

• “A big win for fair use and libraries”
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https://books.google.kz/books?id=NPHYuYMxhKoC&pg=PT27&lpg=PT27&dq=grade+overturning+federal+case&source=bl&ots=ERPSaSEckE&sig=faD0FH8CS942dJ2ikI1huNu1UM8&hl=en&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=grade%20overturning%20federal%20case&f=false
http://www.bet.com/news/national/2016/03/10/underemployed-law-grad-puts-degree-to-use-and-sues-alma-mater.html
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/04/15/george-washington-u-alumni-sue-university-over-quality-online-program
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2004/may/27/highereducation.uk1
http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20150430124032415
http://blogs.library.duke.edu/scholcomm/2012/10/11/a-big-win-for-fair-use-and-libraries/
https://www.diigo.com/outliner/40skrz/Academic-Integrity?key=w7133l0dsf


Cheating epidemic
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Universities: 

McCabe and ICAI (2002-2015)

High Schools (70000 in 24 US schools):

• 64% of students admitted to cheating on a test

• 58 % admitted to plagiarism

• 95 % said they participated in some form of cheating (on a test, plagiarism, or 
copying homework)

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/integrity-3.php


Cheating and plagiarism in the 21st century

• Technology makes it easier

• A diploma vs. education marathon

• Low tech  high tech

• Paper mills and internet-based industries

• Ghost-writing

• High pressure from multiple angles

• Increase in legal cases
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General approaches

• Have clear and simple definitions

• Raise awareness regarding a given issue

• Provide training and support to all stakeholders

• Involve relevant units in policy formation and revisions

• Devise policies, strategies, and guidelines; revise as needed

• Set and follow due process

• Be consistent
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https://weheart.moscow/2015/06/free-legal-consultation-for-foreigners-has-appeared-in-moscow/


Potential AI legal triggers in cheating and 
plagiarism
• Defamation (a false statement ruining one’s reputation)

• Invasion of privacy  (disclosure of embarrassing facts)

• Failure to follow the due process
• Timelines

• Not following the policy 

• Not providing a notice to a student

• Not allowing a student to present his/her side

• Procedural and substantive
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http://triggerguardnc.com/legal


What to do?
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http://goodvibeblog.com/when-you-dont-know-what-to-do/


Growing trends in universities

• Student honor codes
• Compliance, punitive
• Honor code “light”, mix
• Developmental, pedagogical

• Orientations (f2f, online)
• Students
• Parents
• Faculty

• Tutorials (f2f, online)

• PR campaigns
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http://www.lakelandcollege.ca/admissions/registration-orientation/


Basic steps

1. Provide clear definitions of cheating and plagiarism, include 
examples

2. State your values

3. Include examples of unacceptable behavior (academic misconduct)

4. Devise cheating-resistant assignments and exams
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Examples of unacceptable behavior

• Cutting/pasting

• Circulating answers

• Writing notes (incl. one’s body)

• Keeping notes (cell phones) in the restroom

• Unauthorized collaboration on assignments

• Unclear marking of “bubble sheets”

• Not turning in an assignment on time or a test

• More
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Devise cheating-resistant assignments and exams

• Test for higher order thinking skills

• Rotate use of assignments and tests

• Keep exam questions secure

• Require multiple drafts of papers

• Recognize plagiarism cases

• More
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Recognize plagiarism spectrum
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http://turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php
http://turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/plagiarism_spectrum.php


Do you have a potential case?

• Review your University policy

• Collect and review the evidence

• Meet with a student privately

• Be objective and non-confrontational

• Avoid public accusations

• Allow a student to complete the test and stay in class

• Allow a student to attend all classes and submit assignments

• If a hearing is not completed before the end of the semester, give an 
incomplete
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http://blogs.articulate.com/rapid-elearning/who-should-decide-how-you-decide/


Why having a policy related to AI?

• Providing guidance to all parties

• Facilitate decision-making 

• Assure consistency

• Manage the risks
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https://oamp.od.nih.gov/


Resources for you

• Diigo collection
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https://www.diigo.com/outliner/40skrz/Academic-Integrity?key=w7133l0dsf
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http://hse.kazguu.kz/en/2016/04/21/mezhdunarodnyj-nauchnyj-forum-akademicheskaya-chestnost-problemy-i-perspektivy-peredovoj-opyt/

